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Relative Welfare of Childless Dual-Earner Households under Hungary’s Pro-Natalist Reforms

Absztrakt (a dolgozat leadásakor még kiegészíthető az eredményekkel): Hungary’s pro-natalist reform package redirected substantial fiscal resources toward households with children while structurally excluding childless dual-earner couples (DINKs). The family tax allowance, GYED Extra, and CSOK together constitute a child-contingent transfer architecture with no analogue for childless households. Using Hungarian EU-SILC microdata for survey waves 2013–2018, this paper estimates difference-in-differences models comparing equivalised disposable income, financial strain, and housing cost overburden between DINK and non-DINK two-adult households aged 25–50. The conditional DINK income premium narrowed by approximately 0.11–0.18 log points across the income distribution in the post-reform period. This result is robust to large departures from parallel trends under the HonestDiD framework of Rambachan and Roth (2023). Housing cost overburden converged directionally but is sensitive to moderate confounding. The financial strain result does not survive sensitivity analysis. The patterns are consistent with the reform package improving the relative welfare of policy-eligible families, though macroeconomic confounding cannot be excluded. The evidence is associational.

