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The Conflicting Ethoses Of Likud And Hamas: Qualitative Content Analysis Of Speeches During The 2014 Gaza War

Absztrakt (a dolgozat leadásakor még kiegészíthető az eredményekkel): This thesis examines how Likud and Hamas constructed political narratives during the 2014 Gaza War. Using Daniel Bar-Tal’s Ethos of Conflict framework, it analyses speeches and interviews to identify four key components: justness of goals, delegitimisation, victimisation, and security. The study applies qualitative content analysis to compare how both actors justify their actions and portray the opponent. The findings show that despite being enemies, Likud and Hamas use very similar rhetorical strategies. Both present themselves as victims, frame their actions as defensive and necessary, and depict the other side as illegitimate and dangerous. The thesis argues that this mirrored discourse reinforces the continuation of the conflict by strengthening societal beliefs and justifying ongoing violence. Ultimately, the research shows that political leadership narratives play a key role in sustaining the protracted nature of the Israeli–Palestinian conflict.

