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The issue in CEE context + Visegrad Fund

Since the 1990s the role of polycentric development in the social, economic, and territorial
development of the EU gained high recognition(see ESDP, Territorial Agenda of the EU).

Central and Eastern European (CEE) heritage in spatial urban systems.

Czechia, and Hungary have highly monocentric settlement system, and in Poland Warsaw, in
Slovakia Bratislava have strong economic dominance, resulting in a concentrated spatial
distribution of resources of wealthand development.

Increasing territorial inequalities due to the location preferences of FDI and human capital
(preferring capital regions).

The second-tier cities are facing challenges in becoming development centres for their wider
region due to the lack of adequate size and capacities, receiving less attention and support from
the policies and are often dependent on handful of multinational companies.

The lack of spatially balanced development is a crucial development trap for the economies of
V4 countries and also threatens their sustainable development.

The specific challenges and potentials of polycentric development in CEE has not been actively
introduced in the international academic and policy discourses yet and limited evidences are
available on it.



Share of captial city regions in the Visegrad - Visegrad Fund
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Our miSSion e Visegrad Fund

The project aims to increase the understanding and articulation of the
specifics and possibilities of polycentric development in the V4 countries by
revealing the role of secondary cities.

The mission is to support effective policies, regional and urban planning with

(1) creating new (2) initiating policy (3) prepare for networking
evidences discourse within the region




A policy effort precedent from 2014

DEVELOPMENT POLES AND DEVELOPMENT AXES INCLUDING NO-CONTINUATIONS AND NEW PROPOSALS
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Who is the project for? + Visegrad Fund

1. Academics dealing
with regional, urban

development in this :
region urban and regional

development and
planning, transport
policy, cohesion policy,

tc.
2. Policy and planning =

stakeholders

Various levels: EC,
National ministries,
cities, regions

3. Higher education
students in the field




Steps - events & outputs

1 Kick-Off meeting and
local stakeholder
consultation in
PL 12/12/2024-
13/12/2024

2. Expert meeting and
local stakeholder
meeting in (ov4)
02/04/2025-03/04/2025

3. Local stakeholder

meeting and student
workshop in SK
15/10/2025-16/10/2025

e Visegrad Fund

4. Seminar

, HU,
19/03/2026-20/03/2026

Outputs:

Academic paper on the
role and potentials of
secondary cities in V4 countries

Policy
recommendations for
more policentric
development of Visegrad
countries (Product)

Proposal of Visegrad (or

CEE) Network for Urban

systems’ Research and
Planning




Thank you for your attention.

Géza Salamin

geza.salamin®@uni-corvinus.hu
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