Criteria for preparing research proposals
(1) The doctoral students must be well-informed in their research areas by the third semester and must prepare their first research proposal (approx. 12 pages). Submission deadline: 30 November. The thorough preparation of the research proposal is of key importance as it is likely to induce positive suggestions by the referees as well as critical comments that serve to prevent research dead ends and errors. A good research proposal shall substantiate applications for study visits, scholarships, which is also in the student’s interest. The proposed ‘checklist’ can be found  below.
(2) Unsolved problems to which an answer is sought should be specified in the research proposal! The clearly outlined scientific problem should be presented. 
(3) Hypothetical answers should be formulated to clarify the direction in which the answers are sought.
(4) Difficulties, problems, doubts should be boldly put forward as by doing so the supervisor and other colleagues can provide useful and expedient advice!
(5) The research proposal to be prepared for the dissertation part of the comprehensive examination shall be presented at the 2nd research forum. The research proposal must be submitted for such purposes until 30 April. This proposal (30-35 pages) must already include
a) proof of familiarity with the relevant academic literature, sources read-reviewed  and planned,
b) details of the fundamental question,
c) proposed methodological tools, databases to be used. 
(6) Within the framework of the research forum taking place in the sixth semester, one chapter of the dissertation must be presented.

